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Dear Parents/Carers,

It was wonderful to be able to welcome so many of you to the
school to speak with your children’s teachers and to look at their
hard work. Thank you for wearing face coverings and for following
the arrangements for one adult to attend, as this was crucial in
keeping numbers down and maximising the space. We hope that
there will be fewer restrictions necessary for Spring term
consultations.

Sadly, we are now seeing the cancellation of mass gatherings
across the city. The Lord Mayor’s Carol Service, to which we were
invited, has been cancelled due to the rising number of COVID
cases in the city. We are hopeful that we can go ahead with our
plans to perform our nativity plays for parents but please be
advised that plans can and may change very quickly.
Parents will be offered two tickets per child and have the option
of attending one of the two performances. Tickets are free of
charge but will be used to control numbers. We will send out
letters on Monday about how to book your tickets.

The children are practising hard and it is so lovely to hear their
beautiful singing once again filling the classrooms and hall.
Teachers are busy this Friday evening sorting costumes and props
so it is all systems go!

Next week is the start of Advent and we remember that this is a
time of ‘getting ready’. The parishioners of Holy Cross in Yelverton
have very kindly and
generously purchased a
‘Walk with Me’ Advent
and Christmas Calendar
for each child in our
school (which they
should have brought
home today). Please use
these to navigate this
lovely season of Advent
with your child.

Mrs F Gill
Headteacher

1st December
Indoor rowing for Year 5 and 6

6th December
Science Experiences Y5/6

EYFS Nativity 2pm

7th December
Science Experiences EYFS
KS1 Nativity 2pm/6.30pm

8th December
Y3/4 Nativity 2pm/6.30pm

9th December
Science Experiences KS1
Science Experiences Y3/4

Y5/6 Nativity 2pm/6.30pm

10th December
Christmas Jumper Day

RockSteady Concert
Internet Legends Y3/4

13th December
EYFS Vision Screening

Christmas Lunch for the Elderly

14th December
End of Term Mass

15th December
Christmas Dinner

16th December
KS1 Buckfast Trip

Christmas Stories with Austin
in EYFS

17th December
Christmas Holidays start
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Our Catholic Life
This Sunday is the first Sunday in Advent which is the beginning of the church’s
year. The liturgical calendar begins with Advent as we get ready to welcome Jesus
at Christmas. On the Advent Wreath the first candle, which is purple, symbolizes
hope. It is sometimes called the “Prophecy Candle” in remembrance of the
prophets, especially Isaiah, who foretold the birth of Christ. It represents the
expectation felt in anticipation of the coming Messiah.

In the Gospel we hear that Jesus is coming and he wants us to be ready to
welcome him. There will be signs in the sun and moon and stars to warn us, but
we don’t need to be afraid. We can pray and ask for God’s help to turn away
from the bad things so that our hearts will learn to be even more loving. If we
stay awake. making sure we choose to do what is right, we will be ready.

During Advent we encourage the children to think about ways that they can
prepare for the coming of Jesus at Christmastime through their words, thoughts
and actions. Next week we will be asking all the children, and adults too, to make
an advent promise and write this on a purple ribbon and hang it on our Advent tree
in our prayer garden. The children will also have come home with an Advent and
Christmas calendar with a task or question for each day.

A two-year ‘synodal’ process is taking place in the Catholic Church from October

2021 that culminates in the final Synod Gathering of Bishops in Rome in October

2023. The overall theme is “For a Synodal Church: Communion, Participation,

Mission”. The Synod itself has been called by Pope Francis to listen to and better

understand the views and opinions of the people of the Diocese of Plymouth and

other dioceses all around the world. This gives the people an opportunity to

affect change in the Catholic church for future generations. The first phase of the

Synodal Process is a time of listening in local churches which takes place in

parishes during the Season of Advent.

https://www.holycross.plymouth.sch.uk/web


HOLY CROSS CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL

Telephone/Fax 01752 225420

Website: https://www.holycross.plymouth.sch.uk/web

Email: holy.cross.rc.primary.school@plymouth.gov.uk

Headteacher: Mrs F Gill

Newsletter No.11: 26th November  2021

It follows a pattern of prayer, listening (which is the period that we are in now)

and discernment. The word discernment basically means making sense of all the

listening that has been collated so that it can be put into themes.

Our Act of Worship on Monday 6th December will be an opportunity for our

whole school community to participate in this journey together. We will share

a zoom link with you before the day.

Breakfast Club and After School Club

Please can all bookings for Breakfast Club and After School Club be made via email to
holy.cross.rc.primary.school@plymouth.gov.uk
This will ensure the smooth running of the provision and provide a clear avenue of
communication.
We would also remind users of the provision that bookings need to be made one week in
advance. Bookings requested on the day are unlikely to be possible due to the high demand for
places and parents therefore risk disappointment. We have already increased our staffing to
allow for 5 extra places. Thank you for your help with this.

Breakfast Club runs from 7.45am and children need to be in by 8am. Arrivals after this time will
not be admitted.

After School Club finishes at 6pm.

Please ring 07398477727 when dropping off and picking up.
Drop off and collection to Breakfast Club/After School Club is at the main red doors to the
church.
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Wonders of the Week

Here are this week’s winners of the Wonder of the Week award.

Julia Donaldson: Matthew - for always being confident and independent in his learning.
Allan Ahlberg: Bella- for amazing perseverance in all her learning. Keep it up!
Simon James: Thea - for working independently and showing wonderful perseverance with all of
her learning this week.
Judith Kerr: Lullah- For working hard in all areas of learning, especially spellings and writing.
Well done!
David Walliams: Ismail - for showing more commitment in his learning and being independent.
Cressida Cowell:Archie- For persevering with his writing this week and independently editing his
writing.
Roald Dahl: Rosaleen for her independent focus in writing. It is such a pleasure to read her
work.
Louis Sachar: Alvin - for his continued determination in all areas of his learning.
Emma Carroll: Charlie - for working hard in English this week and putting in a lot of effort.
Malorie Blackman: Annie- for her amazing work this week, particularly in her shared write. She
is always taking on board the input and seeking to apply feedback in her work.

Gospel Values Awards: This week we have all been trying to show humility.

Julia Donaldson: Jax - for being a calm and kind member of the class.
Allan Ahlberg: Raeden- for being proud of himself without boasting after completing his reading
questions this week.
Simon James: Sejal - For being humble with her learning and showing quiet kindness to others
all week.
Judith Kerr: Louis- For showing a positive attitude towards others and being kind and patient
without seeking a reward.
David Walliams: Daniel - for being quietly proud and confident in his writing this week.
Cressida Cowell: Tno- For always thinking of others and for showing humility in her everyday
actions.
Roald Dahl: Grace for being quietly kind and helpful.
Louis Sachar: Emily - always calm and helpful to all she plays and learns with.
Emma Carroll: Julia - for always being caring and kind to others without seeking praise.
Malorie Blackman: Alex B- for always being humble and letting everyone have their chance to
shine.
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Top Table Awards

Julia Donaldson: Daphne for being brave enough to try out unfamiliar food.
Allan Ahlberg: Ava for always using her lovely manners and remembering to say please and
thank you.
Simon James: Leena for her beautiful table manners and for tidying away her plate when she is
finished.
Judith Kerr: Louis for always being a wonderful role model for others.
David Walliams: Grace for being polite and kind to everyone.
Cressida Cowell: Stefan for being a good role model for his peers, displaying a polite, kind
attitude to children and adults.
Roald Dahl: Mason for always bringing joy and happiness to those around him.
Louis Sachar: Elijah for reminding everyone by his actions, how to behave towards others.
Emma Carroll: Tilly for always behaving beautifully in the dinner hall.
Malorie Blackman: Aisleen for her wonderful manners and polite behaviour towards everyone.

Christmas Cards
Our Global Warriors are keen to do what they can to look after the Earth and care for the
environment. They have requested that we do not send Christmas Cards this year, but
save paper and donate the money to Charity.
Thank you

School Photographs

Have you ordered your school photos yet? A polite reminder that the closing date
for free delivery back to school is Tuesday 30th November 2021. Order through
the Tempest website using your unique link or visit www.tempest-orders.co.uk

If you need any assistance in ordering your photos, feel free to contact Tempest on
01736 751555 (option 3).
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Julia Donaldson 94%

Allan Ahlberg 97%

Simon James 94%

Judith Kerr 97%

David Walliams 95%

Cressida Cowell 95%

Roald Dahl 92%

Malorie Blackman 93%

Emma Carroll 89%

Louis Sachar 93%
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Livewell Southwest wants children and young people in our community to get the
best start in life. The school nursing team works with children, their parents and
professionals to ensure young people’s health needs are met and supported – at
home, at school and in the wider community.
The experienced registered nurses and health workers offer confidential advice and
support on a range of physical and emotional health issues, including:

● Bedwetting and constipation

● Managing challenging behaviours

● Bullying

● Drug and alcohol use

● Emotional wellbeing

● Growth

● Healthy diet and lifestyle

● Hearing concerns

● Online safety

● Safely managing and treating school children with long-term health

conditions, such as allergies and epilepsy

If you are worried about any aspect of your child’s development, please contact Miss

Buscombe via dojo or email on sbuscombe@holycross.plymouth.sch.uk who will be

happy to support you with making a referral to this service.

https://www.holycross.plymouth.sch.uk/web
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Indoor Athletics - Plymouth Life Centre

On Wednesday, 12 of our wonderfully athletic, determined and nimble year 6
children took part in a RC cluster + Tamar Valley cluster indoor athletics
competition. They all performed extremely well, taking part in a total of 9 events:
5 track and 4 field.
We await the final results
They all performed to the best of their abilities and were a credit to themselves,
their families and Holy Cross. We await the final results - which we’re all looking
forward to.
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Foundation’s first trip.

Julia Donaldson class had such a wonderful time at the park this week. The
children loved collecting their autumn treasures and finding the biggest leaf! The
children were absolutely brilliant walking over to the park and listening to the
rules when out of school. We are very proud!
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An invitation for all parents, grandparents, carers, catechists -
in fact all those in the church who want to see families grow and thrive in faith!

An hour with Rachel Turner (Author of It takes a Church to raise a Parent)

Rachel consults, speaks at conferences and runs training days for parents and
church leaders around the UK and Europe.

She is an excellent teacher and communicator who speaks with both humour and
practical experience.

Date: Tuesday 30th November 2021

Time:  20:00 start - 21:00 finish

Register for the Zoom link at : https://www.celebratetrust.org/parentingforfaith

(by Monday, 29th Nov at 6pm)
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CHRISTMAS FOOTBALL CAMPS at Eggbuckland Community College

led by UEFA B Qualified Charlie Legg. Limited places and high levels of demand
anticipated so please secure your place today via the booking link below.
https://campscui.active.com/orgs/High5SportsCamps?season=3077243
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Plymouth College will be hosting a fabulously festive school holiday camp by High 5 Holiday
Camps, Plymouth’s leading provider of fun-filled activity camps.

Join High 5’s brilliant team for four fabulous days of sports, activity, art and fun at their
Christmas Cracker Camp – as well as a whole host of extra activities which are ALL included in
the price.

● It takes place from Monday, December 20, until Thursday, December 23.
● You can book for the four days or just individual days
● You can book now here:

https://campscui.active.com/orgs/High5SportsCamps#/selectSessions/3077033

Parents trust High 5 Holiday Camps because they guarantee a fabulous array of activities – not
just sports and games but arts, crafts, amazing adventures and more – exceptional well-trained
staff, wonderful facilities and a safe and secure environment.

Your campers will come home full of Christmassy stories, smiles and memories to last a lifetime,
ready for the festive break. It’s far more than childcare!
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Central Park Fit & Fed Project 2021

Dear Parent/Carers,

Argyle Community Trust is delighted to be holding the fit and fed project during the Christmas
holidays from the 20th December until the 23rd December & Wednesday 29th & Thursday 30th

December at Central Park Hub  for children aged 6 to 15, who are eligible for benefit related
Free School Meals ONLY (Children on Universal KS1 free school meals don’t qualify). The days
will run from 10am until 3pm and will consist of a variety of different sporting activities and will
include some nutritional activities where the children will spend some time learning about the
importance of a healthy lifestyle. Children who attend the course will be provided with lunch
each day however it is recommended that children bring plenty of fluids with them which can be
taken outside when participating in the sporting activities.

Numbers are strictly limited to only 35 Spaces and will be offered on a first come first serve
basis. When booking onto the course you will be able to book for the all 4 days or if you would
like to book on for certain days, this option is also available. If your child does not qualify for
benefit related free school meals please do not book them onto the course.

If you would like your child to take part, then please book into this via the below link:
https://argylecommunitytrust.co.uk/soccer-roadshows/in-plymouth/.
The bookings are password protected and you will need to use the following password to book
onto the course: CENTRALPARKF&F

All children who attend the course must have a parent/carer sign them out after each session.
Children will need to bring suitable clothing for the weather including coats if it is raining as the
sporting activities are likely to take place outside. Our coaches are DBS checked, and have
Emergency First Aid Training. If you have any questions or queries, please do not hesitate to
contact me at the via Email at: Dom.Luongo@pafc.co.uk

Kind Regards,
Dom Luongo
Argyle Community Trust
Premier League Primary Stars Lead
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COVID19 Information

Unfortunately, we still have high numbers of cases in the South West and as a result, schools
have been directed to re-introduce certain measures.

We will continue to promote hand washing/hand sanitising, respiratory hygiene, ventilation and
touchpoint cleaning.

We will try our best to balance the need for ventilation with the need for a comfortable working
temperature but please ensure your child wears an extra layer under their school shirt just in
case.

Staff will once again wear face coverings in communal areas and we ask that parents also wear
a face covering if coming onto the school site. This will help to mitigate the risks at pick up time
which can be very busy in the playgrounds.

We are pausing whole school assemblies for the moment but can continue to hold gatherings
for smaller groups eg EYFS, Year 1/2, Year 3/4 and Year 5/6.

We have reviewed our lunchtime provision to minimise mixing between these larger groups.

Staff will continue to do twice weekly LFTs.

Advice on symptoms:

If unwell stay at home and book a PCR. If negative, individuals should still wait until 24hours
post fever to go back into a setting. Colds and other non-Covid symptoms are circulating but in
the first instance cardinal symptoms should be treated as possible COVID and trigger isolation
and testing.
Household siblings of confirmed cases are advised to take daily LFD while awaiting their PCR
test results and to continue to attend school (at discretion of parent for primary age children)
and recommend daily LFD testing for all close contacts identified by NHS Test and Trace whilst
individuals await their PCR results.

See flowchart for further explanation.

NEW EMAIL ADDRESS FOR ANY COVID RELATED COMMUNICATIONS (POSITIVE
RESULTS OF TESTS): covid@holycross.plymouth.sch.uk

https://www.holycross.plymouth.sch.uk/web
mailto:covid@holycross.plymouth.sch.uk


HOLY CROSS CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL

Telephone/Fax 01752 225420

Website: https://www.holycross.plymouth.sch.uk/web

Email: holy.cross.rc.primary.school@plymouth.gov.uk

Headteacher: Mrs F Gill

Newsletter No.11: 26th November  2021

https://www.holycross.plymouth.sch.uk/web

